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Agenda for Reading Language Arts Update

Welcome and Introductions

STAAR Redesign Communications

STAAR Test Development

STAAR Resources

2022 STAAR Data

Educator Engagement and Recruitment



Hear what teachers are saying

https://youtu.be/luUxviTflNI

https://youtu.be/luUxviTflNI


Today’s TEA facilitators

Chelaine Marion

Director of Reading Language Arts

chelaine.marion@tea.texas.gov

Joe Cisneros

Director of Spanish and TELPAS

joe.cisneros@tea.texas.gov
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STAAR Redesign 
Communications



Accelerating learning continues to be as important as ever and 
educators are doing incredible and difficult work

Students have unprecedented 
needs

The daily work of operations is 
consuming an outsized share of 
time and energy

Efforts to improve alignment will 
help improve our ability to 
accelerate learning



HB 3906 was intended to improve instructional alignment

The question isn’t whether STAAR is designed to accurately measure 
student knowledge and skills.  We know the answer, and it is yes.

The question is whether STAAR can be designed differently in order 
to more positively influence instructional practices.

It is possible for the state summative assessment to be designed 
so that it better aligns with strong instructional practices, while 
still accurately measuring student mastery.

Measuring whether students have learned a 

concept well isn’t the same as teaching it well



Feedback from educators informed the main components of the STAAR 
redesign

# In effective classrooms, teachers are… ...and avoid less effective practices by…

1
Coherently building students’ background 

knowledge and vocabulary in all subject 

areas...

…not just having students read passages on 

random topics

2 Asking students to write about what they 

read using evidence from text…

…not just reading without writing

3 Providing various open-ended formats 

for students to respond to questions…

…not just having students select among 

multiple choices

4
Supporting the learning needs of all 

students by providing appropriate 

accommodations…

…not requiring all students to perform without 

appropriate supports



All of the components of the STAAR redesign are based on improving 
alignment to the classroom experience

In effective classrooms, teachers are… The STAAR redesign will…

1 Coherently building students’ background 

knowledge and vocabulary in all subject areas...

Prioritize cross-curricular passages in RLA that reference 

topics that students have learned about in other classes 

2 Asking students to write about what they read 

using evidence from text…

Include writing in all RLA tests, reflecting our updated 

TEKS, and having students write text-based responses

3 Providing various open-ended formats for 

students to respond to questions…

Add new, non-multiple-choice questions that are more 

like questions teachers ask in class 

4 Supporting the learning needs of all students by 

providing appropriate accommodations…

Move to online assessments that provide a full suite of 

robust accommodations for students with specific 

learning needs

5 Moving to online assessments supports all the changes above and provides faster test results to support 
accelerated learning.



TEA massively expanded educator outreach to ensure that the 
STAAR redesign is implemented in an instructionally supportive way

In addition to the groups of current 

Texas educators who review and 

approve every passage and 

question on STAAR to ensure:

Alignment with TEKS

Grade level appropriateness

Lack of bias

Accessibility for all students

TEA has worked closely with students and educators to 
determine which new question types best support 
students:

• 600 educators participated in focus groups on new question 
types

• 200+ students participated in input gathering around new 
question types including feedback sessions, think-alouds, 
and perception sharing

• 92% of educators agree that the new question types allow 
students to better demonstrate their knowledge.

• 89% of educators believe that the new question types are 
more engaging for students

• 80%+ of educators agree that new question types will 
impact instructional planning



Based on educator feedback, we are supporting STAAR redesign 
communications with teachers in multiple ways

• Full STAAR redesign presentation

• Presenter script

Teachers will learn about the STAAR 

redesign through live presentations and 
webinars hosted by TEA and ESCs

Teachers will learn about the STAAR 

redesign through professional 
developments led by ESCs and LEAs

Teachers will learn about the STAAR 

redesign through an online PD course

(A) Synchronous ‘Sit and Get’ (B) Synchronous Interactive PD* (C) Asynchronous Interactive PD
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• STAAR redesign presentation with 

discussion questions
• Video recordings of the presentation 

• Video modules of the STAAR redesign 

presentation
• Check for understanding questionsD
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TEA trains ESCs on updated presentation

ESCs give presentation to teachers 
(ongoing)

TEA trains ESCs/LEAs on PD 

implementation
ESCs train LEAs on PD implementation

TEA creates asynchronous PD materials

TEA to email all teachers info about TEA-led 

redesign webinars

ESCs and LEAs facilitate PD with 

teachers (ongoing)

TEA to email all teachers info about 

asynchronous PD

TEA gives presentation to teachers via 

live webinars

Asynchronous PDs available for all 

teachers (ongoing)

*This is the preferred method for 

communicating the redesign to teachers



STAAR Test 
Development



Quotes from students who interacted with potential new question types

I enjoyed answering some of 

these questions more than 

multiple choice problems. 

The dropdown box in the sentence 

allows me to think, put words into 

sentences, and help me organize 

my thought. The highlighting on the 

map and dragging the pieces was 

interactive, and it made me more 

interested in the question than if it 

was multiple choice. 

The questions allowed me to 

better organize my thoughts 

and pick the best option to me. 

Overall, I enjoyed this more 

than a normal test.

It had a different feel to it 

and made me feel more 

engaged in what I was doing.

Source: Student Cognitive Labs, 2021-2022



Students are an important part of the test development process

On each STAAR test, a 
small number of questions 
do not count towards the 
student’s score. These are 
field test questions.

Field test 

questions

Field test data is:

• based on a sampling of students 

who are representative of 

demographics of the state

• used to determine which field 

test questions perform well 

enough for potential use on a 

future STAAR assessment.

• used to build high-quality 

assessments



Field test data has confirmed that we can move forward with our 
proposed new question types

MATH RLA SCIENCE SOC STUDIES

Multiselect ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Multipart ✓ ✓ ✓

Drag and drop ✓ ✓ ✓

Hot spot ✓ ✓ ✓

Graphing ✓

Equation editor ✓

Hot text ✓ ✓

Inline choice ✓ ✓ ✓

Text entry ✓ ✓ ✓

Short constructed response ✓ ✓ ✓

Match table grid ✓ ✓ ✓

Number line ✓

Fraction model ✓

Extended constructed response ✓



Through field testing, we also determine the difficulty level of each 
question

On each STAAR test, a small 
number of questions do not 
count towards the student’s 
score. These are field test 
questions.

Field test 

questions



Each question is analyzed based on how it performed on the field 
test

Questions represent a variety of difficulty 
levels and student expectations (SEs)…

…which can then be used 
to build STAAR tests



While individual questions can be easier or harder in a given year, the 
mix of question difficulty is balanced across years using field test results

The redesign does 
not mean the test 

will be harder

Click to see STAAR FAQ video:
"How do we know the STAAR 

test is the same level of 
difficulty from year to year?"

https://youtu.be/6E8mZU0UbVE


Putting it all together: Creating high-quality assessments is a rigorous 
process

Test construction

Admin and quality control Scoring and reporting

Field testing

Educator involvement

*Does not occur every year

Assessment design

1. Assessment 
design framework 

is developed*

2. Assessment 
blueprints are 

developed*

3. Educator 
advisory 

committees 
provide feedback*

Passage and item development

4. Professional 
item writers 
develop new 

passages & items

5. TEA content 
specialists review 
passages & items

6. Educator 
external review 

committees review 
passages & items

7. Items are field 
tested

8. Field tested 
items and 

statistical data are 
reviewed

9. Items with good 
data are added to 

the item bank

10. Operational 
test forms are 

created from item 
bank

11. Items are 
accommodated

14. Performance 
review

15. Standard 
setting is 

completed with 
educator input*

16. Assessments 
are scored

17. Score reporting 
occurs

18. Technical 
reports are written

13. Assessments 
are administered

12. Educator 
“rangefinding” to 

support consistent 
grading of essays



Creating high-quality assessments is a rigorous process 

Test construction

Admin and quality control Scoring and reporting

Field testing

Educator involvement

*Does not occur every year

Assessment design

1. Assessment 
design framework 

is developed*

2. Assessment 
blueprints are 

developed*

3. Educator 
advisory 

committees 
provide feedback*

Passage and item development

5. TEA content 
specialists review 
passages & items

6. Educator 
external review 

committees review 
passages & items

7. Items are field 
tested

8. Field tested 
items and 

statistical data are 
reviewed

9. Items with good 
data are added to 

the item bank

10. Operational 
test forms are 

created from item 
bank

11. Items are 
accommodated

14. Performance 
review

15. Standard 
setting is 

completed with 
educator input*

17. Score reporting 
occurs

18. Technical 
reports are written

13. Assessments 
are administered

12. Educator 
“rangefinding” to 

support consistent 
grading of essays

Click to see STAAR FAQ video:
“How do we know STAAR 
passages are grade-level 

appropriate?”

4. Professional 
item writers 
develop new 

passages & items

Click to see STAAR FAQ video:
“How are constructed response 
questions scored accurately and 
consistently across the state?”

16. Assessments 
are scored

https://youtu.be/_w7Ec7UBXsA
https://youtu.be/pIksupT6pLk


Texas educators are key to designing and building STAAR

Educator involvement

Test construction

Admin and quality control Scoring and reporting

Field testing

*Does not occur every year

Assessment design

1. Assessment 
design framework 

is developed*

2. Assessment 
blueprints are 

developed*

Passage and item development

4. Professional 
item writers 
develop new 

passages & items

5. TEA content 
specialists review 
passages & items

7. Items are field 
tested

8. Field tested 
items and 

statistical data are 
reviewed

9. Items with good 
data are added to 

the item bank

10. Operational 
test forms are 

created from item 
bank

11. Items are 
accommodated

14. Performance 
review

16. Assessments 
are scored

17. Score reporting 
occurs

18. Technical 
reports are written

13. Assessments 
are administered

3. Educator 
advisory 

committees 
provide feedback*

6. Educator 
external review 

committees review 
passages & items

12. Educator 
“rangefinding” to 

support consistent 
grading of essays

15. Standard 
setting is 

completed with 
educator input*



Standard setting will occur in Spring 2023, delaying the release of 
STAAR results but ensuring their accuracy

Test construction

Admin and quality control Scoring and reporting

Field testing

Educator involvement

*Does not occur every year

Assessment design

1. Assessment 
design framework 

is developed*

2. Assessment 
blueprints are 

developed*

3. Educator 
advisory 

committees 
provide feedback*

Passage and item development

4. Professional 
item writers 
develop new 

passages & items

5. TEA content 
specialists review 
passages & items

6. Educator 
external review 

committees review 
passages & items

7. Items are field 
tested

8. Field tested 
items and 

statistical data are 
reviewed

9. Items with good 
data are added to 

the item bank

10. Operational 
test forms are 

created from item 
bank

11. Items are 
accommodated

14. Performance 
review

16. Assessments 
are scored

17. Score reporting 
occurs

18. Technical 
reports are written

13. Assessments 
are administered

12. Educator 
“rangefinding” to 

support consistent 
grading of essays

Standard setting is the process for defining what it 

means to be on grade level. The process includes 

scaling and linking studies and teacher committees.

Standard-setting is conducted when the assessment 
changes significantly (e.g., when TEKS are revised), 

and periodically in-between significant changes to 

validate the continued accuracy of results.

This delay will only occur in 

2023. Test results will be 

reported much faster in 

2024 and beyond.

15. Standard 
setting is 

completed with 
educator input*



STAAR 
Resources



Resources to support educators can be found on the STAAR 
Redesign webpage

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/assessment-initiatives/hb-3906/staar-redesign

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/assessment-initiatives/hb-3906/staar-redesign


Resources include…

A. Full length practice tests that resemble the redesigned STAAR, and 
new question type samplers by content area and grade level

B. Overview of new question types by content area and grade level

C. Scoring and reporting guides by content area for new question types

D. Constructed response scoring guides

E. Updated blueprints by content area and grade level

F. Policy on which students qualify for a special paper administration

G. Updated STAAR Redesign FAQs

H. EOC-specific 2022 and 2023 resources



Online practice tests and samplers of new item types are also 
available to students, educators, and families

Online practice tests, administered on the same platform as 
STAAR, are available at www.texasassessment.gov

Practice tests reflect 

updated STAAR 

blueprints, but they 

have not undergone 

psychometric analysis 
and should not be 

used to assess 

student performance

A

http://www.texasassessment.gov/


A one-page overview provides descriptions of each question type 
and details which content areas and grade levels they may appear in

A brief description of 

how each question 

type functions

Content areas and 

grade levels for each 

new question type

B



A scoring and reporting guide for each content area explains how new 
question types will be scored and reported

One guide per content area 
provides an overview of each 
new question type, including:

Examples from the sampler

Sample responses, including 
potential partial credit

What educators could see in 
the reporting system after 
STAAR is administered

C



Scoring guides for short and extended constructed response items 
with real student responses

Scoring guides will break down how 
specific questions will be scored using 
real student responses:

▪ Available for both SCRs and ECRs

▪ Available for all content areas by 
grade band

▪ Aligned to the scoring rubrics

▪ Include samples of student 
responses that represent each score 
point

All constructed response rubrics were 
developed in consultation with the 
Educator Advisory Committee and 
were reviewed and approved by 
educators

A TAA was sent 
out in October 

announcing 
the release of
constructed 

response 
scoring guides.

D



Final blueprints for STAAR redesign are available for each content 
area and grade level

Each blueprint includes a breakdown of the 
number of questions on each test and a 
general overview of how STAAR questions are 
developed and reviewed by Texas teachers

Reading Language Arts (RLA) blueprints also 
include a breakdown of passages, reading load, 
genres, and passage considerations, including a 
note about cross-curricular passages

E



Online testing policy provides guidance to districts about which 
students qualify for a special paper administration

• The policy was designed with feedback from 
special education educators.

• A student may test on paper if a required 
accommodation documented in the student’s 
individualized education program (IEP), 
individual accommodation plan (IAP), or 
Section 504 paperwork cannot be delivered in 
an online format or if a student is unable to 
access an online test due to a student’s 
educational placement.

• Local 504 and admission, review, and 
dismissal (ARD) committees are responsible 
for determining which students meet the 
criteria above. TEA approval is not required.

F



The STAAR Redesign FAQs document will continue to be updated 
over time, and video FAQs have been added to TexasAssessment.gov

Please submit questions about the STAAR redesign to the Student Assessment Help Desk

G

https://teastudentassessments.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/360002017872-Student-Assessment


2022 EOC resources are still available through December

33
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2023 EOC resources have been posted and go into effect with the 
April 2023 administration

H
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Reminder: HB 3906 provided for optional Interim & Formative 
assessment resources to support districts throughout the year

STAAR Interims

Benchmark tests that allow educators to 
monitor student progress on grade-level 
standards, understand students' expected 
performance on STAAR, and identify students 
who need more targeted supports.

Free, optional, not connected to accountability

School year 2021-2022 usage:

• 3.75M tests administered

• 1.1M unique student testers

• 55% of districts 

Texas Formative Assessment 

Resource (TFAR)

• Online platform that supports districts' 
existing formative assessment practices by 
allowing educators to create, share, 
administer, and analyze curricular-aligned, 
formative assessments.

• Free, optional, not connected to 
accountability

• School year 2021-2022 usage to date:

• 154K tests administered

• 66K unique student testers

• 19% of districts



2022 STAAR 
Data



STAAR is an important part of academic recovery

After two years of pandemic-related disruptions, it is more 
important than ever for teachers and families to have a clear 
picture of how students are performing academically so that 
students receive the support they need.

STAAR is just one of many ways to measure student learning. It 
isn’t meant to tell the whole story but should be considered with 
other measures like personal observations, teacher feedback, and 
grades to give families and teachers a more complete picture of a 
student’s academic progress.



Data from STAAR will help us better target support for Texas kids

Participation in STAAR

96%

87%

98%

2 0 1 9 2 0 2 1 2 0 2 2

This year, we had 98% participation in 
STAAR, with 87% of tests taken online.

Participation is important because when
we have STAAR data, we can better 
target support to Texas kids,
accelerating their academic growth this 
summer and next year.

>



In Math, Texas students have improved since last year, but are still 
recovering from the significant impacts of COVID
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In RLA, which was impacted less by COVID, Texas students appear 
to have recovered

Source: Spring 2019, Spring 2021 and Spring 2022 STAAR Data
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Economically disadvantaged and non-economically disadvantaged 
students saw improvements, but the achievement gap persists
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We see similar trends across Emergent Bilingual and Special 
Education students
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We see similar trends across race and ethnicity
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Families can log in and learn more on TexasAssessment.gov

Parents can see how their children answered each question and details of each 
question, including the linked curriculum concept, and why one might get it 
wrong.



Educator 
Engagement and 
Recruitment



Please register for one of our committees on the Texas 
Assessment Learning Management System! 

Classroom teachers, instructional coaches, campus and district 
content specialists, and campus administrators can serve in a 
variety of ways:

• Educator passage review – each potential passage for the RLA 
test is reviewed and approved by a committee of Texas 
educators

• Educator item review – each potential question for a state test 
is reviewed and approved by a committee of Texas educators

• Constructed response range-finding – educators are 
convened to set the scoring boundaries for student essays 
based on the rubric

• Subject-area advisory groups – groups of educators are 
convened to provide feedback on subject-area-specific topics

• Standard-setting – groups of educators are convened to 
establish cut scores that define the performance levels



Benefits of participating in the STAAR educator item review committee 
include:

Visit the Texas Assessment Learning Management System to apply.

Review potential STAAR 
items before field testing

Make recommendations for 
changes to items

Share knowledge with a 
diverse group of educators 
from across Texas

Earn 16-36 CPE hours

https://tx.tms.pearson.com/


Contact us

TEA Reading Language Arts Team

Chelaine Marion, Director (English)

▪ Lyndsay Armstrong

▪ Valerie Pannell

▪ Colin Sembello

▪ Catherine Stapleton

▪ Ange Wilkins

Joe Cisneros, Director (Spanish)

▪ Angie Barron

▪ Lilia Ramirez

▪ Laurie Shaw

▪ Javier Torres

Student Assessment Help Desk

Please help us enhance future presentations 
by completing this short survey on today’s 
presentation.
https://forms.microsoft.com/r/399y3mU6wk

https://teastudentassessments.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/360002017872-Student-Assessment
https://forms.microsoft.com/r/399y3mU6wk


Thank you for your participation.


